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PREFACE
by

Lisbet HOLTEDAHL

I am deeply touched by the honour bestowed on me when 1
was asked tointroduce you to this special volume of the Ngaoundéré-
Anthmpos Review. “Acteurs de I’Histoire au Nord-Camroun, XIX¢
et XX@ siccles”. .

This volume represents three milestones. The first milestone
is that we present here the research work:by the yery first students -
majoring from the Faculty of Art, Literature and Social Sciences of -
the University of Ngaoundéré. ‘Within a very short lapse of time -
the northern part of Cameroon has its University with its Faculty .
of Art, Literature and Social Sciences in 1993, its first bachelors in
1996, its Master degree candidates in 1997 .and now a Doctoral
School.- The studies of the northern region are flourishing as
mtnessed by the artlcies The studies also witness the. very: hard

| ,the artlcles is very rich. The biegraphmai approach has allowed the -

young researchers to offer to us a rich contextualised presentation -
of individual hves and careers. They give us an insight into new
: pects of local history and the socio-cultural development of the
T gion. We have learnt 1mportant lessons about power relations

p 11t1cal systems, about local commumtaes ralatmnshxp to
Z,authontles through time, and last but not least about women’s and
men ’s role '] in the sameﬁal transformatmn 'I*he hght Whl(:h thxs vo-
pemphery is complethentary to more “traditional® studies focﬁéﬁhg
on socxa} systems, political ergamsaﬁmn ete.

_ The readmg also glves a very spécial pleasure because of
_the mi:lmacy which we feel exists between the students and the
people with whom they have worked. Until twenty years ago, tiost

een ‘ethinic groups, between colonial powers and traditional
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of the knowledge produced about the societies of the northern pro-
vinces was done by researchers from other countries, especially
within anthropology and archaeology. But this very interesting
material has not reached the local populations. Until recently young
people from the North of Cameroon, in order to take higher
education, had to leave home and enrol either at the Universities
in Furope or America or at the University of Yaoundé in the south,
which, seen from the North, was & remote area in all senses of the

word: The acquisition ‘of the “universalistic academic language/
knowledge” did not necessarily favour or encourage the intimate
relationship with local people or individuals in the way we see in
this collection of articles.

As 1 see, it lies in this volume a new and important trend in
the whole approach to knowledge production and in the context
which frames the produection itself.- At one level, it is political. The
University was created in order to promote development in the
North, and students are.living and writing in the societies, which
are being studied. This allows an immediate feedback from the lo-
el society to the research work and to the articles: It will necessarily
constitute a very welcome running criticism -of the results, the
presentations and the explanations, and so sharpen the ears and
‘eyesof the young researchers and the whole research community.
This is the second milestone. ) .

‘ Tn Northern Norway, where | have worked for many years,
the establishment, of the University of Tromsg as a tool for regional
development has lead to an entire rewriting of the history of not
only the region but also of the whole Nation. Tt has been proved

that universal academic analytic tools, whether they belong to
historical or anthropological re

: search, can not “compensate”
closeness and feedback from the people possessing the local

knowledge, The more dialogue-based the research, the higher the
quality. ' -

A couple of years ago the Norwegian King came to Northern-
Norway to apologise on behalf of the whole country for the

wrongdoings made not only by political authorities, but also by the
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hegemonic academic centres in the south. He met the Sami popula-
tion who had suffered from a violent assimilation policy from the
authorities. And he met some of the people who bhad opposed the
Germans and suffered terribly during the Second World War. In
this area people had been affiliated through trade and common
culture to their Russian neighbours for centuries. During the war
these neighbours were communists, who collaborated with the po-
pulation in the North against the Germans. During the Cold War
period they were unjustly described as traitorsin the history books
‘on the region. The history was not based on sufficient insight into
the local and regional political specificities of the northern and orien-
‘tal part of the country. o '

The Anthropos programme is based on the idea that thereis
no universal academic research paradigm. The idea is rather that
the production of knowledge and analysis of data must be intelligibly
related to all actors in the tesearch process : the “researchers”, the
*informants” and the “readers” they belong or not to the same society
or whether they possesses or not the same cultural perception. There

‘éxist no analytical grasp or “universal” methodology, which can help
us to avoid the cultural they belong or not to the same society possess
or not the same cultural perceptions. One cannot avoid through
whatever analytical grasp or methodology the cultural barriers that
are currently generated between academy and society and which
‘are reproduced by the academic society itself. It is only by assuring
transparency and continued dialogue between academy and local
population, and by the dissemination of scientific knowledge, that
“academic knowledge can be validated. If there is no feedback from
‘the population, then there is no critical eye. Without “a eritical lo-
‘dal eye” academic centres are at the risk of producing global
‘hegemonies and controllers of not only knowledge, but also of power.

__ The third milestone raised by this volume is the testimony
_given of how central the peripheries are to the development of
.academic knowledge. It is the “centres” which are far away and
which are “latecomers” in the framing of local societies as impor-
k__i;ant' actors in the construction of the global society and in the pro- .
duction of cultural knowledge.
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- The richness of the biographies 6f this ¢ :
"smguiammes of historical ‘developm :
Gameroon. Thé ‘epistemologica traéatmn that considers
.rapresentatwwv and: generaima o1t ] pirical-level-as
fnece%aary 1s mﬂ:én eathnocentmc: What one should ook foris the

' 't:al }nstamcal deveiopments

‘téstifies the

m m y pm‘t& of Lhe ac:ademm system As Iong as this is so, the
global academic hegemony will take more car elf than of glo-

bal.decentralisation of knowledge production. and through this,
human Wel'far@ _ ‘ I

PREFACE
par

Llsbet HOLTEDAHL

: J e suis. profmndément touchée par Yhonneur quim’a été
né:de rédigerPavant-propos de ce premier numéro spécial dela

Ngaoundéré-Anthropos: 1nt1tule esé.cteurs de UHi wtozre au Nord
W )HXB et XX¢ szecles»

e Ce volume a trois mérites. Le premzer est:la présentation
résultats de recherches effectuées par-les tous premiers: étu-
ants de la Faculté des Arts, Lettres et Sciences Humaines de I'Uni-
té de:Ngacundéré. Eniun frés court-temps; la partie septen-
le du Cameroun a euson Université avec sa Faculté des Arts,
sret Sciences-Humaines en 1993, ses premiéres licences-en
6 ses premiéres maftrises en 1997 et dujourd’hui son Ecole doc-
enombre des études sur le Nord-Cameroun augmente con-
ablement. Lies recherches sont aussi redynamisées parla mo-
ation des jeunes étudiants. Les articles sont; dans I'ensem-
i&s riches. 1 approche biographique a permis aux jeunes cher-
rs'de nous offrir une présentation trés documentée d’histoires
e, bien situées dans leur contexte. Ils nous fournissent tnaper¢u
nouvedux aspects de I'histoire locale et du développement socio-
urel:de la région. Nous avons appris beaucoup de choses con-
eyrnant les relations entre les:groupes ethniques, les relations en-
& levpouvoir-colonial et les systémes politiques traditionnels, les
unautés locales et les autorités dans une perspective histori-
enfin; mais surtout;le réle des femmes et des hommes dans
des mutations sociales. L'éclairage porté sur des mutations
‘politiques et sociales d'une périphérie camerounaise: par les arti-
“cles'de ¢é'volume est complémentaire & des études plus «tradition-
‘rielles» concerniant:los systdmes sociaux, Torganisation politique,
ghe, e ena el R : N Y ‘
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